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Pollution haven hypothesis, environmental Kuznets curve,… 
“Greening” of World Trade Issues 
US PO 13141, Dolphin/tuna case,.. 

Environmental Effects of 
Globalization 

Environmental awareness matters for trade policy preferences 
Effect conditional on left-right ideology 
Pattern varies across aspects of globalization 

Micro-level Foundation of 
Trade-Environment 

Nexus 

Results: Environmental 
Attitudes Matter 

Summary 

Trade policy preferences function of environmental attitudes? 
Distinguish between „green“ leftist und „green“ rightist  
individuals  
Examine Swiss individual-level data 

We assess the relationship between environmental attitudes and 
trade policy preferences. 
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Individuals take into account distributional consequences of 
trade openness 
Free trade hurts low-skilled workers --> lower education level 
associated with anti-globalization attitudes 

Skill level matters 
(Stolper-Samuelson) 

Patriotism associated with an increase in protectionist attitudes 
Individuals “learn to love globalization” 

Sector of Employment 
matters (Ricardo-Viner) 

Political values and 
attitudes 

Research on attitudes toward globalization 

Only some factors of production can move across sectors at zero 
costs 
Sector of employment affects attitudes toward free trade 

Previous research focuses on the effects of income and education on 
globalization preferences. 

3 

2 

1 



Pollution haven hypothesis 
Environmental Kuznets Curve 
CO2 increase due to trade 

Research on 
Environmental Effects of 

Trade 

Environmental issues are put on trade policy agenda 
Response to voters’ preferences?  
Micro-level evidence on relationship between environmental 
attitudes and trade policy preferences needed 

Trade Policy Decisions 
and Environment 

Lack of Micro-level 
Evidence 

The “environment-trade” nexus 

“Greening” of World Trade Issues: Uruguay round, earth summit 
in Rio; trade agreements contain environmental provisions 
Public debates about environmental effects of free trade; 
NAFTA, US-Chile, US-Singapore 

There are many reasons for why environmental attitudes and trade 
policy preferences should also be related at the individual level. 

3 

2 

1 



Strong environmental awareness increases expected 
environmental costs of free trade 
Environmental awareness increases protectionist attitudes 

Environmental awareness 

1. Pro/anti free trade: no difference between RGs and LGs 
2. Anti free trade to protect jobs: RGs more strongly protectionist 

than LGs; environmental awareness effect stronger for RGs 
3. Judgement of foreign products (beyond price and quality): LGs 

more protectionist than RGs: environmental aw. effect 
stronger for LGs   

Moderating role of left-
right ideology 

Implications for effects 
on different aspects of 

globalization 

Hypotheses 

“RGs” (right-leaning+”green”): economic nationalism; protect 
home country’s environment and jobs 
“LGs” (left-leaning+”green”): social/environmental 
protectionism; post-materialist values: global environmental 
effects of  free trade  

We expect that environmental awareness differently affects 
attitudes toward different aspects of globalization. 
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Dependent variables 

We use three measures of trade policy preferences from the Swiss 
Environmental Survey 2008. 

Variable N Statement 

Globalization 2420 “The opening of Switzerland toward international 
markets, often referred to as globalization, will 
yield more negative than positive consequences 
for our country.” 

Job protection 2612 “The Swiss government should restrict access of 
foreign products to the Swiss market in industrial 
sectors where jobs are in danger.”  

Foreign goods 2736 “I don't care if a commodity is produced in 
Switzerland or abroad as long as quality and price 
are right.”  



Dependent variables 

We use three variables on trade policy preference from the Swiss 
Environmental Survey 2008. 

For the analysis the variables were 
dichotomized:  
1 = Strongly agree and agree 
0 = else. 



The effect of environmental awareness differs across left-right 
ideology and different facets of globalization. 

Comparison: Effect of environmental attitudes 

The dots in the graphs represent the effect of an increase in environmental attitudes from one standard deviation below to one standard 
deviation above the variable’s mean on the probability of a respondent agreeing to the statement. Error bars indicate 95 percent 
confidence intervals computed from heteroskedasticity-robust standard errors. 



Pollution haven hypothesis, environmental Kuznets curve,… 
“Greening” of World Trade Issues: Uruguay round, earth summit 
in Rio; trade agreements contain environmental provisions 
US PO 13141 

Environmental Effects of 
Globalization 

Environmental awareness matters for trade policy preferences 
Effect conditional on left-right ideology 
Pattern varies across aspects of globalization 

Micro-level Foundation of 
Trade-Environment 

Nexus 

Results: Environmental 
Attitudes Matter for 

Trade Policy Preferences 

Summary 

Trade policy preferences function of environmental attitudes 
Distinguish between „green“ leftist und „green“ rightist  
individuals  
Examine Swiss individual-level data 

We assess the relationship between environmental attitudes and 
trade policy preferences 
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Thank you for your attention! 



.  Additional slides 



Empirical Estimates 

Probit results I 

Cell entries are probit coefficients with z-values computed from robust standard errors in parentheses. Significance levels: + p<0.10, * 
p<0.05, ** p<0.01. Dependent variable: 1=Strongly agree or agree 0=else. 



Empirical Estimates 

Probit results II 

Cell entries are probit coefficients with z-values computed from robust standard errors in parentheses. Significance levels: + p<0.10, * 
p<0.05, ** p<0.01. Dependent variable: 1=Strongly agree or agree 0=else. 



Empirical Estimates 

Probit results III 

Cell entries are probit coefficients with z-values computed from robust standard errors in parentheses. Significance levels: + p<0.10, * 
p<0.05, ** p<0.01. Dependent variable: 1=Strongly agree or agree 0=else. 



An increase in environmental awareness is associated with more 
skeptical views on globalization for ideologically moderate citizens. 

Effect of a one standard deviation first difference in environmental attitudes 

The dots in the graph represent the effect of an increase in environmental attitudes from one standard deviation below to one standard 
deviation above the variable’s mean on the probability of a respondent agreeing to the statement. Error bars indicate 95 percent 
confidence intervals computed from heteroskedasticity-robust standard errors. 



The more right an individual is ideologically, the stronger the effect 
of environmental awareness on attitudes toward job-protection. 

Effect of a one standard deviation first difference in environmental attitudes 

The dots in the graph represent the effect of an increase in environmental attitudes from one standard deviation below to one standard 
deviation above the variable’s mean on the probability of a respondent agreeing to the statement. Error bars indicate 95 percent 
confidence intervals computed from heteroskedasticity-robust standard errors. 



The more left an individual is ideologically, the stronger the effect of 
environmental awareness on how foreign goods are evaluated. 

Effect of a one standard deviation first difference in environmental attitudes 

The dots in the graph represent the effect of an increase in environmental attitudes from one standard deviation below to one standard 
deviation above the variable’s mean on the probability of a respondent agreeing to the statement. Error bars indicate 95 percent 
confidence intervals computed from heteroskedasticity-robust standard errors. 



We use a 9 items index to measure environmental attitudes. 

Measuring environmental attitudes 


