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Motivation 

•  Przeworski v. Huntington 
–  “…the probability that a democracy will be established 

does not depend on the proportion of the countries that 
have democratic regimes. This finding casts doubt on 
the notion that democracies come in waves.” –
Przeworksi, et al. (1999:127) 

•  Distributive/institutional theories of regime type 
–  Acemoglu & Robinson (2000, 2006) 
–  Ansell & Samuels (forthcoming) 
–  Boix (2003) 
–  Przeworski (2005) 
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Motivation 
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Motivation 

•  Spatial clustering of regime types and transitions 
–  “[W]e argue that international factors influence the 

prospects for democracy, and that transitions are not 
simply random but are more likely in the wake of 
changes in the external environment.  The temporal 
and spatial clustering in democracy and transitions 
suggests diffusion, or enduring, cross-boundary 
dependencies that influence the development and 
persistence of political institutions.” – Gleditsch & Ward 
(2006:912) 
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Our Argument 
•  If any distributive stories of regime type is correct 

global trade has an important role to play. 

–  Mechanism 1:  Stolper/Samuelson + Acemoglu/Robinson 
•  More openness to international markets should increase labor’s 

income share in labor-abundant economies 
•  Reduces cross-class inequality, reduced price of democracy for 

the rich, increased cost of repression. 
•  Assumes near-instantaneous factor price equalization 

–  Mechanism 2:  Adsera/Boix + Acemoglu/Robinson 
•  More world trade Trade policy becomes axis for political 

conflict 
•  Elite in capital scarce countries have incentive to block trade 

openness while poor have increased incentives to revolt 
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Implications 

•   world trade  political instability 

•   world trade   Pr(democratic transition | labor 
abundance ) 
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Empirical improvements  

•  Appropriate measurement of key concepts 
–  Relative labor endowment a la Leamer (1984), Midford 

(1993)   
–  World trade openness 

•  Long time span (1870-2003) 
–  Taking advantage of recent measurement efforts 

•  Global and country-level analysis 

•  Newly developed models for repeated events 
–  conditional frailty models (Box-Steffensmeier and DeBoef 

2006) 
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Models & Data 
•  Cox (conditional) frailty models 
•  Dependent variables 

•  Instability 
•  Polity IV persistence change 

•  Democratic transitions 
•  Polity IV regime transition == 3 

•  Covariates 
•  GDP per capita 
•  Relative labor endowment 
•  World trade/World GDP 
•  90/10 and (90/10)2 

•  Bourguignon & Morrison (2002) & WIDER 
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Key findings: Instability 
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Key findings: Democratic transition 
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Conclusions 

•  If we take distributive stories about regime type 
seriously then there is a role for trade. 

•  We find empirical evidence that relationship 
between world trade and regime instability/
democratic transitions conditional on factor 
endowments. 

•  Possible explanation for the spatial correlation in 
regime observed by Gleditsch & Ward. 



Appendix—Granger causality 
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Appendix—Model tables 
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