
How to Use the WEP Dataverse 
 
The WEP Dataverse allows users to create customized datasets, tailored to their research needs. 
Users can choose from a total of 885 possible variables, collected from 87 of the most commonly 
used datasets related to the field of comparative and international political economy. 
 
Browsing the Data 
To get started, users have the option to first browse the Datasets, Variables, or Countries pages to 
get an idea of what is included in the most recent version of the WEP database. 
 
Downloading the Data 
When users know the types of data they would like to download, they must visit the Download the 
Data page. 
 
Variable Selection 
On the Download page, users will find a series of drop down menus for Country, Year, and Variables 
to the left-hand side of the screen. Click on either the arrow or category name to expand each menu. 
 
Select at least one option from each menu by marking at least one 
checkbox. This is necessary to download the data.  
 

Optional: The “Select All” checkbox will check all 
checkboxes within a category. For example, if a user 
would like ALL years for one country, they would check 
Select All. For variables, marking the checkbox for a main 
category (e.g., Economic) will select all variables in that 
category. Likewise, ticking the checkbox beside a dataset 
name will select all variables in that dataset. 
 
Note: Users can select countries by navigating the Country 
menu OR the Region menu. However, users should note that selected countries will be lost if they toggle 
from Country to Region and vice versa (i.e., marked checkboxes will become unchecked if a user 
switches between the Country and Region menu options). 

 
Filtering options  
Users can filter countries and individual variables by entering terms in the corresponding search bar. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ncgg.princeton.edu/wep/datasets.html
http://ncgg.princeton.edu/wep/variables.html
http://ncgg.princeton.edu/wep/countries.html
http://ncgg.princeton.edu/wep/download.html
http://ncgg.princeton.edu/wep/download.html


Users can also limit data to a specific range of years. However, it is still necessary to check the 
checkboxes for all years one wants to include in their downloaded dataset. 
 
In order to see variable search results (or hits), users must click on the dropdown menus for both the 
overarching category (Economic, Geographic, Political, and Social and Cultural) and dataset(s). 
 

1. Enter search term for variable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Expand menus that appear after search to see filtered variables 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Downloading the Data 
When users have made their Country, Year, and Variable selections, they can also select to include a 
Stata .do file or R file that contain variable labels.  
 
Once users have made their final data selection and indicated whether they would like to include a 
variable label file, they should hit the Download button.  
 

Note: The more data that are selected, the more time the download request will take to process. For 
example, downloading all years, all countries, and all variables will take several minutes. 
Please give your connection sufficient time to process your request. The progress pinwheel 
indicates that your request is still being processed. 

 

Variable results 
Expand Category and 
Dataset menus to see 
variable search results 



The tailored dataset will come in the form of a csv file, which can be imported into Stata or R.  
 
For example: To import the data into Stata, select: File  Import  Text data (delimited, 
*.csv) (or direct command “import delimited [directory_name]\download.csv, case(preserve)”) 

 
Please note that in order for the labels .do file to work, the letter case must be preserved.  

 

 
 

 
 
Further questions? 
Please contact wepdata@princeton.edu with any remaining questions on how to use the WEP 
Dataverse.  
 


